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Out-of-town visitors will be glad to note that east-west 
streets in Astoria are named in alphabetical order. 


NOTE: Several owners have requested that guests 
remove shoes on the front porch. The greeter will 
mention it where it applies. Also, no photographing 
without the owners’ permission. 


Presented by the 


Clatsop County Historical Society 
1618 Exchange St., Astoria, OR 97103 
03) 325-2203 
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The Historic Homes Tour, an educational activity of Clatsop 
County Historical Society. Proceeds help to support the preservation of 
its three museum buildings. Each year we challenge ourselves to 
observe a chosen theme. We are enthusiastic about our Craftsman line- 
up, and hope it will add to your enjoyment of this Astoria Regatta. 


Gustav Stickley, 1858 - 1942, is the progenitor of Craftsman 
style. In his books, the architect wrote, "The Craftsman idea makes for 
the development in this country of an art and architecture which shall 
express the spirit of the American people; for the creation of conditions 
hich shall provide the best home environment for our children; for a 
form of industrial education which shall enable men and women to earn 
their own living." 


Further explaining the style, he wrote that the living room must 
be cozy, but well-lighted with groups of windows that furnish cheerful 
vistas. Seats or divans must circle the fireplace to bring the family into 
an intimate, happy relationship. There should be as few doorways as 
possible, and the living and dining rooms should flow together without 
a separating hallway. Built-in furniture was emphasized. "Why should 
one enter one's dwelling and find that it is a barren uninviting prison- 
like spot, until it is loaded with furniture and the walls hidden under 
pictures . . . | plan the woodwork so that it embraces the built-in fittings, 
so that every bookcase or corner seat is a part of the development of the 
woodwork." 


Houses #1 and #4 were designed by Astoria's all-time best 
known architect John E. Wicks, 1878 - 1963. Born in Finland to a 
Swedish-speaking family, he came to this country when he was about 20 
and spent a few years in the Denver area working in the mines and 
rata English. A skilled carpenter, it was natural for him to want to 
make blueprints, not just follow them. Registering for a three-year 
architectural course at a small college in Kansas, he finished in one year 
by studying 18 hours a day. Upon traveling to Astoria to visit his 
brother, he established his office here in May 1904. Of the several 
hundred buildings he designed in his career, a large number are 
Craftsman style houses which greatly improve the charm of this city. 


Wicks was active in pratt e affairs. He was chairman of the 
Scandinavian parade during the 1911 Centennial of Astoria, and was, 
before his death (on his 85th birthday), the oldest charter member of the 
Astoria Rotary Club with continuous membership, and he was the 
oldest practicing architect in Oregon. He helped to found the Clatsop 
County Historical Society in order to save Flavel House from being 
razed, and served as our first treasurer for many years. His life is 
further described in Cumtux, Volume 6, Number 3. 


_It is our hope that the homes we have selected reflect the happy 
lives Stickley envisioned his architecture would enhance. 


Bruce Berney, Homes Tour Chairman 


1. Earl A. & Ethel Fisher House, 1906 
1140 Franklin Avenue 
(Franklin Street Station Bed & Breakfast) 


This house, perhaps the oldest house designed by John Wicks, was 
built just before the advent of Craftsman houses. Although somewhat 
changed by imposition of World War II apartments, the interior is more 
Queen Anne style, while the exterior yearns for something else. The 
architectural world was ready for something new and different. Stickley 
came at a good time in history. You will see a true Craftsman house by 
Wicks when you get to the Noonan house hater in the tour. 


Earl Fisher's father was Ferdinand Fisher, who with his brother 
Augustus owned Fisher Bros. hardware and grocery store. Although 
they sold it in 1903, the name of the business has been Se used 
by various successors so we still have Fisher Bros. Industrial Supply Co. 
The largest Italianate style family home is at 687 12th, just a block away. 
In 1904, Ferdinand bought the first automobile in Astoria, a Rambler, for 
Earl to drive. Earl married Ethel Swett of Portland, Maine, in June 1905. 
Their new house was ready in October. They moved to California in 
1909, and the house became the Leonard and Elizabeth Smither 
residence and music studio. Many Astoria youngsters perfected their 

iano abilities in this beautiful house, now owned by Renee’ Caldwell. 
n 1986 with her imaginative ideas, she turned the then run-down 
apartment house into a sumptuous bed and breakfast inn. 


2. Dr. Toivo & Aili Forsstrom House, 
circa 1915 
726 7th Street 


In 1906, Dr. and Mrs. Forsstrom purchased a house on this site which 
had been built in 1872, facing Grand Avenue. In 1911, the house burned. 
In erga! the present replacement, the house was built fronting on 7th 
Street, perhaps to minimize the number of steps up to the porch. 


Upon stepping into the living room of this 6,000 sq. ft., 18-room 
house, one is immediately struck with the fact that the interior is one of 
Astoria's wonderful surprises. The mahogany woodwork, cobblestone 
fireplace, cut glass windows) hardwood floors and opulent wallpaper 
make a perfect setting for the interesting furnishings brought from 
California by present owners Michael and Dawn Moren. 


Dr. Forsstrom was a native of Bjorneborg, Finland. He was educated 
a t University of Helsingfors and was a post-graduate student in medical 
studies in Berlin and Vienna. He came to Astoria (then Oregon's second 
largest city) in 1906 and opened the first professional office in the new 
Spexarth Building, now known as the State Office Building. He became 
a U.S. citizen in 1914. The doctor's lucrative medical practice included 
election to Chief of Staff at St. Mary's Hospital in Astoria and a 
fellowship in the American College of Surgeons in Chicago. His wife, 
former Aili Hietanen, was queen of the 19th Astoria Regatta, held in 
1914. 


It is suggested that you walk from here to the next house. 
Use extreme caution when crossing 8th Street. 


3. Dr. Fred & Floy Casey House, 
circa 1915 
780 8th Street 


Coming to Astoria in 1910 to practice dentistry. Dr. Casey had this 
unusual house built. The comfortable residence is considered to be 
Astoria's best example of a shingle style Craftsman house. Present 
owner, Jeff Newenhoff of City Lumber Co., has repainted the exterior 
and done massive beautification inside especially for this weekend's 
tour - the first time the house has been open to the public. 


Following the Casey family, this house was home to a carpenter, 
Chris Carlson. Chris Jr. is said to have been a chauffeur for Miss Nellie 
Flavel, oldest daughter of Capt. George Flavel. 


A small exhibit of architecture books has been assembled on the coffee 
table, featuring several issues of The Craftsman magazine which Gustav 
Stickley edited. 


4. Edmond P. & Laura Noonan House, 
1917 
1676 Jerome Avenue 
E.P. Noonan Pera from Ireland, settling at Olney with his 


sisters in 1885. By 1890, he had established himself in Astoria and 
opened a grocery store on Water Street. A year later he moved across 
the river to McGowan, Washington, where he was the postmaster. He 
married there in 1898, then moved back to Astoria and spent the next 
eight years involved in the salmon packing industry. In 1913, he formed 
a partnership with W.F. McGregor in the insurance business. He also 
dabbled in real estate, building several houses for investments. An 
ardent Catholic, he was active in local and state Knights of Columbus, 
and was elected to the the National Council in 1921. He is related by 
marriage to the Leahy family of Olney. 


Designed by Astoria architect John E. Wicks (see #1), the house meets 
just about all the descriptions of a Craftsman house, perhaps the most 
noticeable being grouped windows overlookin g cheerful vistas. Also, notice 
the attractive built-ins in the living room. Present owners Dave Pollard 
(recent chairman of City of Astoria's historic landmarks commission) 
and Linda Oldenkamp have just completed a multi-year restoration 
prone We are honored they chose us to be among their first open 

ouse guests. 

Other owners have been the Gibsons, public school teacher and real 
estate poe Richard Boss, first president of Clatsop Community College 
across the street; Dr. Von Ruden, M.D.; and Don Budde, business 
manager of the Daily Astorian. 


5. A.B. Gerding House, circa 1930 
1413 Lexington Avenue 
Weare Here that photographer Bill Lind and Ginny Loughery invited 


us to visit this weekend, as this is the only real bungalow on the tour, 
and with some people, Craftsman is synonymous with bungalow. The 
books tell us that the word is derived from the Hindi word bangla which 
means "belonging to Bengal." It was first used in English in 1676 
referring to a kind of thatched tent. By 1825, it was used to describe 
houses in India featuring an encompassing open verandah. Perhaps the 
pope any of the author Kipling helped popularize the word, then 
tickley applied his architectural concepts. 

Astoria has a rich diversity of bungalow styles, most built between 
1910 and 1930. Most are one and one-and-a-half storied small houses 
featuring an ample front porch, exposed rafter ends, extensive use of 
exterior shingles or other natural materials, and bedrooms on the first 
floor. This attractive example features clipped gables, a broad front 
porch, an open main floor plan with a downstairs bedroom, coved 
plaster ceilings, and an interesting nook on the west wall of the dining 
room. 

A.B. Gerding, Astoria's City Engineer built the house in a forested site 
cleared with use of horses. Bill and Ginny have lived here for thirteen 

ears, making improvements gradually to suit their lifestyle. You will 
age their modern kitchen. The back yard qualifies for our "favorite 
garden award." Yes, you may view it after exiting the back way. 


This ends your 1996 Historic Homes Tour. Each year, we have 
a different theme. Recent ones have focused on: Mayors, Artists 
and Art Collectors, Pioneer Families, Captains, Regatta Queens 
and Gardens. We are wondering what you would like next year. 

Please mark your ballots, available in the Gerding House. 
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